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fi  Three  Claufes  in  the  Quarentine  AO:,  VII.  GEOR GIL 
II.  The  Petition  of  the  City  of  London  to  the  Houfe  of 


HI.  Their  Lordfhips  Proteft  on  rejeSing  the  faid  Pe  i  ion, 
IY.  Another  Proteft  of  their  Lordfhips  :  And, 

V.  Another  Proteft  of  their  Lordfbip%  on  Sir  George 
B/7/gY  Attacking  the  Spanish  Fleet. 


7 Toe  Claufes  in  the  Quarantine- Act ,  VII.  GEORG!  1. 

AND  be  it  further  EnaClei,  That  if  ary  Perfon  infGTbed  with  the 
JT±  Plague,  or  obliged  to  perform  Quarentine r  Jhall  wilfully  refufc  or 
negleCb  to  repair  within  convenient  time ,  after  due  Notice  for  that 
Purpofe  given  to  him,  her-)  or  them ,  by  the  proper  Officer ,  to  the  Ship ,  Houfe , 
Lazaret,  or  other  Place  duly  appointed  for  hi  my  her,  or  them  \  or  having 
been  placed  in  fuch  Ship ,  Houfe ,  Lazaret,  or  other  Place ,  Jhall  efcape ,  <?r 
attempt  to  efcape  out  of  the  fame-,  whilft  he,  fhe,  or  they  Jhall  continue  in - 
feinted ,  or  before  Quarentine  fully  performed  rsfpectively  It  Jhall  and 
may  be  Lawful  to  and  for  the  W itchmen  and  other  Perfons ,  appointed  to  fee 
Quarentine  performed ,  any  kind  ol  Violence  rW  r/?£  Gs/f  /W/  rf- 

q  uire,  to  compel  every  fuch  Perfon  fo  refufwg  or  neglect  mg?  as  aforefaid, 
and  every  fuch  Perf  on  fo  efcaping ,  or  attempting  to  efcape,  as  aforefaid,  to 
repair  or  return  into  fuch  Ship ,  Houfe ,  Lazaret ,  or  0f/?£r  Place,  fo  ap¬ 
pointed  for  him,  or  her-,  as  aforefaid  and  every  fuch  Perfon  fo  refufwg 
or  neglecting  to  repair  within  convenient  time  after  fuch  Notice,  as  afore - 
faid,  into  fuch  Ship ,  Houfe,  Lazaret ,  or  other  Place  appointed  for  him ,  or 
h  r,  as  aforefaid ,  #7^  d//o  Perfon  actually  efcaping ,  afore  faid  t 

flidll  be  adjudged  Guilty  of  Felony,  Jhall  fuffer  Death  as  a  Felon 
without  Benefit  of  Clergy. 

And  be  it  further  EnaCied ,  That  if  any  Perfon  not  infeCl edt  nor  liabt - 
to  perform  Quarentine ,  Jhall  prefume  to  enter  any  Ship ,  Houfe ,  Lazaret , 
<?r  effor  Place  fo  appointed ,  at  aforefaid ,  n?/??/#  Perfon  or  Perfons  fo 
infeCied ,  <?r  fo//7g  w?der  Quarentine ,  Jhall  be  therein ,  dW  Jhall  returns 
or  attempt  to  return  from  thence ,  &«/?/}  w*  /he/?  Gz/w,  /he/?  oro- 

/?*r  Licence ,  as  Jhall  be  directed  or  permitted  by  fuch  Order  or  Orders , 
or  to  be  made  and  notified ,  as  aforefaid ,  It  Jhall  and  may  be  Law , 
ful  to  and  for  the  IV ttehwen,  or  other  Perfons  appointed  to  guard  or  fecure 
fuch  Ship ,  Houfe ,  Lazaret ,  or  er/?er  Place,  fo  appointed ,  as  aforefaid ,  &y 
any  kind  of  Violence  f/wr  the  Cafe  Jhall  require ,  caw/*/  /«c/?  Perfon, 
re  returning,  or  attempting  to  return,  to  repair  into  fome  Ship,  Houfe , 
Lazaret,  or  other  Place,  fo  appointed,  as  aforefaid ,  there  to  continue 
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and  perform  Qmrmm  \  and  in  cafe  fuch  Terfon  Jhall  dually  eTcati 
out  of  fuch  Ship,  ffoufe,  Lazatret,  or  other  Place,  where  he,  oZjhe/hali 
tll°  J’lafedf°,r  Performance  of  Quaremine,  before  he  or  jhe  Jhall  have 
ffy  performed  the  fanti,  he  or  /he, /hall  be  adjudged  Guilty  of  Felony 
and  Jhall  fuffer  Death  as  a  Felon  without  Benefit  of  Clergy; 

And  be  it  further  Emttedb  the  Authority  aforefaid,  That  if  at  am 
nme  or  times  hereafter,  any  City,  Town,  or  Place'  within  Great 
tam,  or  Ireland,  Jhall  be  mfelled  with  the  Plague,  it  Jhall  and  may  be 
Tffful  to  and  for  His  Alajefiy,  His  Heirs  and  Succejfors,  to  caufe  \ one 

or  more  Lrne,  or  Ljrtes,  Trench  or  Trenches,  to  be  c^fi  up  or  made 

til  r  f“ch  -”fe^ed  Clty*  7  Flace’  M  a  convenient  Diflance  from 
the  fame,  m  Order  to  cut  off  the  Communication  between  fuck  in  felled 

City,  Town,  or  Place,  and  the  Red  of  the  Country  ;  and  to  prohibit  1 
Perfons,  Goods,  and  Merchandizes  whatfoever,  to  enter,  pafs  or  be 
carried  oyer  fuch  Lines  or  Trenches,  unlefs  in  fuch  Cafes,  Ind  L  fuck 
proper  Licence,  and  fubjeft  to  fuch  Regulations  and  Refirittions  for  Per 
jormance  of  QuarenUne,  as  Jhall  be  directed  or  permitted  by  any  fuel' 
Order  or  Orders,  made  or  to  be  made  and  notified,  as  aforefaid^.  and. 

m  Ca-f  affy  Peff°u  °f  Pfcfonu  being  within  fueh  Lines  or  Trenches  or 
any  of  them,  Jhall,  during  the  time  of  fuch  infection,  prefumc  or  attempt 
to  come  out  of  the  fame,  unlefs  in  fuch  Cafes,  and  by  fu7h  proZr  7- 
ier.ee,  and  fubjeEl  to  fuch  Regulations  and  Reftritt. ions  for  Performance  of 
Quarentme,  as  fijall  be  directed  or  permitted  by  fuch  Order' or  Orders 
made  or  to  be  made  and  notified ,  at  aforeftid  It  /ball  and  may  be  Law’ 
f  A  t0  and  jor  the  Watchmen,  or  Perfons  appointed  to  guar / or  fecure 

it  ZLrnea  °n  drenches,  or  any  of  them,  by  an y  kind  of  Violence^  'hat 
i  he  Cafe  Jhall  require,  to  compel  all  and  every  fuch  Perfon  and  Perfnn« 
to  return  back  within  fuch  Lines  or  Trenches  \  and  in  cafe  any  Perfon  PAL 
aPluallyeome  out  of  fuch  Lines  or  Trenches,  or  any  if  th?m  (Meoi 

afdRM  \andhy^7P7^YsLicenCh  and  to  fuch  Renfations 

ndReJtnlhons  as  aforefaid)  every  fuch  Perfbn  Jhall  be  adiudged  Guilts- 

of  eon/,  and  fuffer  Death  as  a  Feloil  without  Benefit  of  Clergy, 

The  Petition  of  the  City  of  London  to  the  Houfi  of  Lords 

pcw°/f  f 

V  ^  °r‘  London,  m  Compion-C^uncil  aflembled,  was  prefented 
to  the  Honfe  and  read,  fetting  forth.  That  it  appearing  by  the  l7 
fpeftion  of  the  Journal  of  this  Houle,  that  their  Lordftilpi  have  now 
under  Confideration,  the  Amendment  of  an  Aft  pag’d  in  a  latl 
Sen‘or!  $  Pvliaraent,  Entitled,  [An  All  for  Repealing  an  AT  made 
p.%  7a  .%  feiSn  of  Lit  r  late  A/ajelfy  Oucen  ANNE 

mS’t^H  fFtto  obll&e  Shf  coming  from-  PlJcJ ifflchd,  mere  ef 

HvuX  PZ0rmi  /t  m,d  the  better  preventing  ti  e 

Plague  cei,g  brought  from  Foreign  Pans  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland 


A 
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or  the  IJles  of  Gfctefftfey,  Jetfey,  Aldernefi,  Sark  or  Ma and  to  hin¬ 
der  the  [presiding  of  Infection  .•]  That  the  Petitioners  conceive,  that  irt 
fome  Claufes  of  that  Aft,  not  only  the  Rights,  Privileges,  and  Immu¬ 
nities,  but  the  Trade,  Safety,  and  ■  Prosperity  of  the  City  of  London 
are  highly  concerned  j  and  praying,  That  they  may  be  heard  by  their 
Council,  or  otherwife,  in  relation  to  the  laid  'Aft,  at  fiich  time, 
and  in  fuch  Manner,  as  their  Lordfhips  (hall  judge  moft  proper  and 
expedient.  .  , 

And  a  Motion  being  made,  That  the  (aid  Petition  be  rejected. 
After  Debate,  The  Queflion  was  put,  Whether  the  laid  Petition  (hail 
be  rejected? 

It  was  refolved  in  the  Affirmative. 


Their  Lordfhips  Protefl  on  rejelling  the  [aid  Petition^ 

Diffentient. 

■k  T3  Ecajife  the  Liberty  of  Petitioning  the  King  (much  more  that 
of  Petitioning  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  is  the  Birth-right 
of  the  Free  People  of  this  Realm,  claimed  by  them,  and 
confirmed  to  them,  foon  after  the  Revolution,  in  an  Afl,  Declaring 
tns  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  Subjc^f  and  fettling  the  Succejjion  (of  the 
Crown:  And,  whenever  any  remarkable  Check  hath  been  given  to 
the  free  Exercife  of  this  Right,  it  hath  always  been  attended  with  ill 
Con  (equences  to  the  Publick. 

II.  Becaufe  the  Petition  fo  reje&ed  was,,*  in  our  Opinion,  every 
Way  proper  and  unexceptionable,  both  as  to  the  Manner  of  Wording 
and  Prefenting  it,  and  the  Matter  to  which  it  refer’d  ^  nothing  being 
more  natural  and  reafonable,  than  that  any  Corporate  Body  fhould, 
il  they,  defire  it,  be  heard  upon  any  Bill  under  the  Confideration  of 
1  arhament,  whereby  they  judge  their  particular  Intereffs  to  be  high¬ 
ly,  tho  not  (blely  afrefted.  This  Liberty,  we  remember  to  have  been 
granted,  in  a  late  Seffion,  to  the  Traders  of  Norwich,  pon  their  Pe- 
tition  touching  the  Callico- Bill :  Nor  are  we  aware,  that  it  hath  ever, 
in  like  Circum  fiances,  been  refufed  to  the  meaneft  Corporation  in  the 

•.  But  if  it  had,  we  humbly  conceive,  that  in  this  Cafe,  a 
DiitmcTion  might  have  been  made  in  favour  of  the  City  of  London  ; 
vvhich  being  the  Centre  of  Credit,  of  the  Trade  and  Money’dTnterefl 
of  the  Kingdom,  and  the  Place  where  the  Plague,  fhouid  we  be viJfited 
rVhfl 1[kely  firft  to  appear:  And  having  al(o  remarkably 
tuner  d  by  Means  of  th^  late  fatal  South-$ea-Scheme7  was,  we  think,  in 
a  particular  Manner,  intitled  to  apply  for  Relief  againft  (ome  Claufes 
in  the  Quarantine- AEl ,  and  deferved  to  have  been  treated,  on  that 
Uccalion.  with  more  Indulgence  and  Tendernefs. 

III.  Becaufe  the  rejefting  the  (aid  Petition  tends,  we  conceive,  to 
discountenance  all  Petitions  for  the  future,  in  Cafes  of  a  pubfick  and 

general 
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general  Concern*,  and,  by  that  Means,  to  deprive  the  Legiflatufe  of 
proper  Lights,  which  they  might  otherwife  receive  \  it  being  no 
ways  probable  that  Subjetts,  or  Societies  of  left  Confideration,  will 
venture  to  reprefent  their  Senfe,  in  Cafes  of  like  Nature,  after  the 
City  of  London  have  been  thus  refufed  to  be  heard. 

IV.  Becaufe  as  the  Receiving  this  Petition  could  have  no  ill  Confer 
quence$,as  we  conceive,  nor  have  given  any  great  Interruption  to  the 
Bufinefs  of  Parliament  ^  fo  the  rejt&ing  it,  may,  we  think,  widen  the 
unhappy  Differences  that  have  arifen,  and  increafe  the  Diflatisfa&ion 
to  the  Government,  which  hath  already  too  much  prevailed  in  this 
Kingdom. 

V.  Becaufe  the  Arguments  ufed  on  the*  Debate*  feem  to  us  not  to 
be  of  fufficient  Force  .*  For  we  cannot  conceive,  that,  becaufe  the  faid 
A&  of  Quarentine  is  a  general  A&,  therefore  no  particular  Commu¬ 
nity  or  City,  who  think  they  may,  in  a  diftinguifhing  Manner,  be 
prejudiced  by  it,  have  a  Right  to  be  heard  in  relation  tb  it  \  and 
that,  at  a  Time,  when  it  is  under  the  Confideration  of  Parliament. 
Nor  can  we  be  of  O  pin  ion  >  That  a  Petition  agreed  on  by  the  Lard 
Mayors  Aldermen ,  ana  Citizens  of  London,  in  Common-Council  affembled, 
and  prefented,  not  even  by  the  Numbers  allowed  by  Lawr  but  by  a 
Lord  of  this  Houfe,  can  poflibly  be  a  Prelude  or  Example  towards  in - 
troducing  Tumultuous  Petitions  ^  much  left  can  we  fee,  why  it  ought 
the  rather  to  be  reje&ed,  becaufe  it  came  from  fo  great  a  Body  as  the 
City  of  London .  On  the  contrary,  we  apprehend,  that  an  univerfai 
Grievance,  which  may  be  occafioned  by  any  general  Aft,  muft  be  re. 
prefented  to  the  Legiflature,  by  particular  Perfons,  ©r  Bodies  Cor¬ 
porate,  or  elfe  it  cannot  be  reprefen  ted  at  all  ?  That  the  Rejecting 
iuch  Petitions,  and  not  the  Receiving  them,,  is  the  Way  to  occafion 
Diforders  and  Tumults  ,  and,  That  the  more  Coniiderable  the  Body 
is,  the  more  Regard  fhouid  be  had  to  any  Applications  they  make  \ 
especially  for  Matters,  wherein  not  only  the  Rights,  Privileges,  and 
Immunities,  but  alfo  their  Trade,  Safety,,  and  Profperity  are,  as  the 
Petition  avers,  highly  concerned* 


Briflot, 

StJJohn  de 
Iran.  Cejlriens, 
Camper, 

Bathurjl f 

Bojkj 


Ailesfordy 
Strafford 9 
Aberdeen  $ 
Gower, 

Fran*  Rofftn, 
Lit  sb  field. 


North  and  Gray 
1  rev  or , 

Guilford , 


Die  Mercurit,  ij  Dutmbrh ,  172^ 

'  A  Motion  was  made,  and  the  Queflion  being  put.  That  a 
Bill  be  brought  in  for  the  Refeal  of  fo  much  of  the  Aft  fafs’d- 
lafl  Tear  relating  to  the  Blague,  as  gives  a  Power  to  remove  to  a  Laz.a~ 
ret ,  or  Pcfi-Houfe,  any  Perfons  whatfoever  Infefted  with  the  Plague,  or 
healthy  Perfons  out  of  an  Infefted  Family ,  from  their  Habitations 
(thoy  difi ant  from  any  other  Dwelling-houfe  .*  )  And  alfo  fo  much  of  the 
faid  Aft  as  gives  Power  for  the  Drawing  Lines  or  Trenches  round 
any  City ,  Town ,  or  Place  Infefted . 

It  was  refolved  in  the  Negative. 

Diffentient . 

I.I5  EC  A  USE  the  Powers  fpecify’d  in  the  Qiieftion,  fee m  to 
JL>  us  fuch,  as  can  never  wifely  or  ufefully  be  put  in  Execu¬ 
tion.  For  by  the  Firft  of  them,  Perfons  of  what  Rank  or 
Condition  foever,  either  actually  infefted,  or  being  inithe  fame 
Habitation,  tho’  in  Lone-houfes,  where  they  are  well  accommo¬ 
dated,  and  from  whence  there  is  no  danger  of  propagating  the 
Infeftion,  may  be  forcibly  remov’d  into  common  Lazarets  or  Pell- 
honles.  And  it  does  not  appear  to  us,  that  fuch  a  Power  could 
at  any  Time  be  reafbnably  executed,  and  therefore  we  conceive  it 
fhould  be  Repealed. 

The  other  Power  extends  to  the  drawing  of  Lines  around  any 
City ,  Town,  or  Place ,  and  confequently  around  the  Cities  of  London 
and  Weftminfter  *,  the  very  Apprehenfions  of  which,  upon  the 
leaft  Rumour  of  a  Plague,  would  difperfe  the  Rich ,  and  by  that 
means  (as  well  as  by  hindring  the  free  Accefs  of  Provifions)  Starve 
the  Poor ,  ruin  Trade ,  and  defiroy  all  the  Remains  of  Private  and 
Publick  Credit . 

11.  Becaufe  fuch  Powers  as  thefe  are  utterly  unknown  to  our 
Conftitution ,  and  repugnant,  we  conceive,  to  the  Lenity  of  our 
mild  and  free  Government,  a  tender  Regard  to  which  was  fhewa 
by  the  Aft  Jac.  I.  which  took  care  only  to  confine  infefted  Per¬ 
fons  within  their  own  Houfes ,  and.  to  fupport  them  under  that 
Confinement,  and  lodg’d  the  Execution  of  fuch  Powers  folely  in 
the  Civil  Magi  fir  ate  \  whereas  the  Powers  by  us  excepted  again  ft  * 
as  they  are  of  a  more  extraordinary  Kind,  fo  they  will  proba¬ 
bly  (andfomeof  them  muft  neceffarily)  be  executed  by  Military 
Force :  And  the  violent  and  inhumane  Methods  which  on  thele 
Occalions  may,  as  we  apprehend,  be  praftifed,  will,  we  fear, 
rather  draw  down  the  InfTiftion  of  anew  Judgment  from  Hea¬ 
ven,  than  contribute  any  ways  to  remove  that,  w!  ich  (hall  then 
have  befallen  us. 


HI.  Becaufe 
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III.  Becaufe  we  take  it,  tkcic  Methods  were  copvM  from 
France,  a  Kingdom  whofe  Pattern,  in  fueh  Cafes,  Great  Britain 
fhmiUl  not  follow  ;  the  Gavtermnent  there,  being  condufted  by 
Arbitrary  Power,  and  fupported  by  Standwr  Armies  •  and  tofuch 
a  Country,  fueh  Methods  do,  in  onr  Opinion,  feem  moft  fuita- 
b!e.  And  yet  even  in  that-Kingdom  the  Powers,  thus  exercifed 
ot  late,  have  been  as  imfuccefsful  as  they  were  unprecedented  :  So 
that  no  Neighbouring  State  hath  any  Encouragement  from  thence 
to  follow  lb  fatal  an  Example.  In  the  la£t  Plague  with  which  we 
were  visited,  Anno  Dotn.  iGfiy,  though  none  of  tbefe  Methods 
were  made  ufe  of,  much  iefs  Authored  by  Parliament •  yet  the 
Infection,  however  great,  was  kept  from  fpreading  itlelf  into  the 
remote  Parts  of  the  Kingdom  :  Nor  did  the  City  of  London 
wheie  it  firft  appear’d,  and  chiefly  rag’d,  fiirfer  fo  long  or  fo 
much,  in  Proportion  to  the  Number  of  its  Inhabitants,  as  other 

Cities  and  Towns  in  France  have  TufFer’d,  where  tbefe  cruel  Exve- 
rirnents  have  been  try’d.  * 

fV.  Becaufe,  had  fiicli  Part  of  the  Aft,  as  we  think  fliould  be 
Repealed ,  been  accordingly  Repealed,  there  would  ftill  have  re¬ 
mained  in  it  a  general  Claufe,  which  gives  the  Crown  all  Powers 
neexfiary  to  prevent  the  Spreading  of  Infeftion,  and  confequent- 
ly  thefe  very  Powers  among  the  reft,  if  they  IhalTbe  found  ne- 
cellary :  And  therefore  there  is  no  need,  we  conceive  to  hav“ 
them  exprefly  granted  in  the  fame  Aft  of  Parliament,  which 
Teems  not  only  to  Warrant ,  but  in  a  particular  manner  to  «*• 
fenbe  and  , Unit  the  Ufe  of  them.  * 

V.  Becaufe  the  great  Argument  urg’d  for  continuing  thefe 
Powers  Ipecified  in  the  Queftion  ( that  they  would  probablv 
never  be  put  in  Execution  in  the  Cafes  objefted  to)  fee  ms  to  us 
a  dear  Re aj on,  why  they  fliould  not  be  continued  i  for  we  cannot 
imagine  why  they  fliould  ftand  enabled,  un Iefs  they  are  intended 
to  be  executed  ;  or  of  what  Ufe  it  will  .be  to  the  Publick  to  keen 
the  Minds  of  the  People  perpetually  alarm'd  with  thofe’iAppre. 
hen  lions  under  which  they  now  labour,  as  appears  by* the  Pe- 
t  it  ion  item  the  City  of  London ,  lately  Rejected.  It  may  be  an  In- 
france  of  our  great  Confidence  in  His  Majefty’s  Wifiom  and 
Goodnefs,  when  we  trull  him  with  fueh  Powers  unknown  to  the 
Con(htiiuon  ;  but  we  think  it  ill  becomes  us  to  repofe  fueh  Truft 
when  it  tends,  in  our  Opinion,  rather  to  render  him  Terribll 
than  AmtMc  to  his  Subjects  $  and  when  the  only  Advantage  he 

.  c  can 
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r^n  fas  we  conceive)  draw  from  the  Truft  repofed  in  him,  is 
not  to  make  Ufe  of  it. 


W.  Bbor , 

Boyle , 

Trevor , 

<&.  of  Bletfoe 9 

Strajfordy 

Weft  on 


Aberdeen , 

F.  Ceftrienjisy 
Vxbridge , 

North  and  Grey,  i  Ailesford? 

Bingley ,  [  C orvper> 

Bathurft, 


F.  Rofen, 

Guilford , 
Gower , 


Marti  s  r9.  Decembtis  1721. 

»HE  Houfe  (according  to  Order)  proceeded  to  take  into 
JL  further  Gonilderation,  His  Majedy’s  Mod  Gracious  Speech 
from  the  Throne. 


A  Motion  was  made,  7W  humble  Addrefs  be  prcfe,nted  to 
His  Majefty ,  to  defire  that  he  will  be  gruioufy  pleafed  to  give  Order a, 
That  the  InjiruElmts given  to  Sir  George  Bing,  now  Lord  Fif count 
Torrington,  in  relation  to  the  Action  againjl  the  Spa  nidi  Fleet  1  ft  the 
Mediterranean,  may  be  laid  before  this  Fhufe, 

And  a  Qiledion  being  dated  thereupon  after  Debate,  the 
Did  Quedion  be  put, 

It  was  Refolved  in  the  Negative. 

Content  24.  Not  Content  6-j. 


Dijfentient *  i 

I.|5  EGA  USE  not  finding  any  In  dance  on  fe^rch  pf  oar 
13  Journals,  We  believe  there  is  none,  *w herein  a  Motion 
for  Admirals  Indtnr&ions  to  be  laid  before  the  Houd,  has  been 
denyed  but  on  the  Contrary,  there  are  many  Precedents  of  In- 
druftionsofa  like  Nature,  and  in  drofiger  Cafes,  as  We  con¬ 
ceive,  Addrefled  for  by  the  Houfe*  and  feveral  in  point  for 
Indru&ions  given  to  Admirals,  particularly  to  Sir  'George  Rock, 
and  Sit  Cloudjley  Sho veil j  nor  does  it  Teem  ,  to  Us  at  all  material, 
Whether  the  Conduct  of  facK  Admirals,  had  or  had  not  been 
blamed  before  fuch  I'iidru&ions  were  asked  for,  fmce  the  Sight 
of  Indruftions  may  be  previoufly  and  abfolutcly  necefia ry  to 
inform  the  Houfe,  whether  their  Conduct  he  blaitaeable  or  not. 

II.  Becaufe  We  think  it  highly  reafonable,  that  thefe  In* 
ftrudions  fit  mid  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  upon  which  the 
Action  of  the  B  itijh  again d  the  Spanljh  Fleet  in  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  was  founded,  without  any  previous  Declaration  of  War, 
and  evetwhiida  B, Itijh  Minifter,  a  Secretary  of  State  was 
Amicably  treating  at  Madrid^  which  Court  might  Jufily  con- 
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dude  itfelf  fecure  from  any  Holtiie  Attack  during  the  centime 
ance  of  fuch  Negotiations. 

III.  Becaufe  til]  We  have  a  Sight  of  thole  Inftruftions?  and 
are  able  to  Judge  of  the  Reafons  on  which  they  are  founded, 
the  War  with  Spain,  in  which  that,  A&ion  of  our  Fleet  involved 
Us,  does  not  appear  to  Us  fo  juftifiable  as  We  c6uld  ^wilh  • 
And  yet  it  was  plainly  prejudicial  to  the  Nation  in  fundry  Re* 
fpefts,  for  it  occalioned  an  entire  Interniption  of  Our  molt 
valuable  Commerce  with  Spain,  at  a  Time  when  Great  Britain 
needed  all  the  Advantages  of  Peace-  to  extricate  itfelf,  from  that 
heavy  National  Debt  it  lay  under,  and  as  it  deprived  Us  of 
the  Friend fh ip  of  Spain,  (not  eafily  to  be  Retrieved)  fo  it 
gave  Our  Rivals  in  Trade,  an  Opportunity  to  inlinuate  them- 
filves  in:o  their  Affe&ions;  And  We  conceive,  that  to  that 
War  alone  is  owing  the  ftri&  Union  there  is  at  prelent  be¬ 
twixt  the  Crowns  of  France  and  Spain ,  which  it  was  the  In- 
terell  of  Great  Britain  to  have  always  divided ;  an  Union 
which  in  its  Conlequences  may  prove  fatal  to  thefe  Kingdoms. 

Nor  does  it  appear,  that  Great  Britain  has  had  any  Fruits  from 
this  War,  beyond  its  being  reftored  to  the  lame  Trade,  We  had 
with  Spain  before  we  began  it* 

Wo  Ebor.  Aberdeen ,  I  North  and  Grey, 

Fr.  Ce/brienfis,  Brtjld,  J  Boyle , 

Strafford, 

Guilford, , 

Aylesfcrd % 

Trevor % 

Gower , 


St.  Jphn  Bktjo,  Weft  on , 
Baihurjt ,  f  Sc  or  [dale 
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